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General Instruction:  

 The first 15 minutes have been allotted for reading this question paper. These 15 minutes  have to be used 
by the candidates for thorough silent reading of the question paper. During this period, the students will not 
write any answer on the answer- book and the question paper. The students should start writing on the next 
stroke of the bell.     

 Do not write any answer on the question paper. 
 Write in neat and clean handwriting. All questions are compulsory. 

 
                                                                              SECTION-A (READING COMPREHENSION) 
    

I.Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.  

1. Technology is making advancements at a rapid rate but at the cost of a valued tradition—the crafts industry. 
 The traditional crafts industry is losing a lot of its trained and skilled craftsmen. With that, the art of embellishing 
brass and copper utensils with fine engravings is also disappearing. The government has identified around 35 crafts 
as languishing craft. 
 2. The speciality of handcrafted items is its design, an association with long traditions belonging to a specific region. 
The word ‘handcrafted’ does not imply the involvement of dexterous human fingers or an agile mind with a moving 
spirit anymore. Lessening | drudgery, increasing production and promoting efficiency have taken precedence. The 
labour-saving devices are taking the place of handcrafted tools and this has jeopardised the skills of these artisans. 
 3. Mechanisation has made its way into everything - cutting, polishing, edging, designing, etc. Ideally, the use of 
machinery should be negligible and the handicrafts should be made purely by hand with a distinguishable artistic 
appeal. However, with the exception of small-scale industries, the export units are mostly operated by machines. 
The heavily computerised designs contribute to a faster production at lower costs.  
 4. Although mechanisation of crafts poses a challenge to safeguarding traditional crafts, the artisans are lured with 
incentives in order to impart handicrafts training. Some makers do see machines as a time-saving blessing since they 
are now able to accomplish difficult and demanding tasks with relative ease. These machines might give a better 
finesse to these products but they don’t stand out as handcrafted. Quantity has overtaken é quality in this industry. 
 5. A need to highlight the importance of the handmade aspect is required by both the government and private  
sectors, in order to amplify awareness and also support the culture of making handicrafts. A few artisans are still 
trying their best to rejuvenate and revive their culture and heritage but it’s an uphill task competing - with the 
machine-made goods. A multitude of artisans have changed their professions and are encouraging their progeny to 
follow suit. There are others who have stayed their ground but are clearly inclined towards buying machines. 
 6. Nearly two decades ago, there were around 65 lakh artisans in the country. Three years ago, when the 
government started the process of granting a unique number to the artisans based on the Aadhaar card, 25 lakhs 
were identified. Loss of traditional crafts is clearly a worrying issue, but it stands to reason that forcing any artisan to 
follow old ways when concerns of livelihood overrule other considerations, is unfair. 

 Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any ten of the following questions.             1x10=10 
1.Choose the option with the word that can replace the underlined phrase in the sentence given. 
 If it continues, the workcation (work + vacation) trend will be a powerful boost to domestic tourism operators  
falling to make progress in the economic slump caused due to the pandemic. 
    (a) languishing      (b) thriving      (c) lavishing     (d) exhilarating  
2. Why artisans are choosing to work via machines rather than handcrafted tools. 
     1. to increase the production of things  
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     2. to decrease the production of things 
     3. Use of labour - saving devices  
     4. use of labour - exhausting devices  
     5. to be the part of a developed world  
     (a) 1 and 4             (b)   2,3 and 5          (c)   1 and 3            (d) 2  and 5  
3. What is the traditional crafts industry losing? 
     (a) Chance of development         (b) Handcrafted items      (c) Skilled craftsmen     (d) Both (b) and (c)  
4. What does the word ‘handcrafted’ imply? 
         (a) Lessening drudgery                     (b) Promoting efficiency       (c) Increasing production          (d) All of these 
 5. What has jeopardised the skills of the artisans?  
     (a) Handcrafted tools replacing labour-saving devices  
    (b) Labour-saving devices replacing handcrafted tools 
    (c) Involvement of dexterous human fingers  
    (d) None of the above  
6. Which of the following poses a challenge to safeguarding traditional crafts? 
     (a) Replacement of labour-saving devices          (b) Increase in the production of crafts 
     (c) Mechanisation of crafts                                  (d) Need to highlight the importance of handcrafted products  
7. Which of the following is true about the crafts industry? 
     (a) Handcrafted products are high in demand  
     (b) Artisans encourage their offsprings to make - handcrafted products in their career. . 
     (c) Quantity has overtaken quality                                (d) Both (b) and (c)  
8. Which of the following words is closest in meaning to ‘adorning’? 
     (a) Dexterous            (b) Embellishing            (c) Reviving     (d) Languishing  
9. What does the writer mean by calling handicrafts a ‘valued tradition’? 
10. Why do the artisans need to be ‘lured with incentives’ to impart handicrafts training? 
11. List one likely impact of the support of government and private sectors towards the culture of making  
        handicrafts. 
 12. How does the writer justify an artist's act of abandoning her/his traditional craft for a more lucrative option?  
     Case Based Factual Passages Read the given passages carefully. 

II. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.  

  1. By the end of this year, India will have more than 87 million square feet of shopping space in its malls. The   
       country already has 570 functional malls, with this number having doubled over the last five years.  
   2. There is, however, one problem: buyers are no longer doing their shopping at malls. What looked like Indias   
        great retail growth story is turning out to be a tale of empty shopping complexes and stalled projects. The  
        culprit, data suggests, could be online shopping.  
   3. A report by The Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India pegs the growth rate of e-commerce in  
       India at 40-50°o in the next five years. Physical stores are the ones bearing the brunt of massive discounts and  
      comfort that e-commerce has brought to the desks and palms of the youngsters who no longer feel it necessary  
      to visit a retail outlet to buy something.  
   4. Even then, revenues continue to come in for some of the malls. The reason: anchor stores. Anchor stores are  
       those specialised stores that offer exclusive products generally not available online. Brands like Zara, H&M and  
       even Starbucks are acting as anchor stores for mall owners.  
   5. Only 17% of Indians are online as of now, a low number compared to other countries. However, these numbers  
        are soon set to swell up exponentially as India hits the mark of 300 million people online before the year ends,  
        leaving mall owners as well as retailers with the mammoth task of luring people away from their computers and  
        phones to physical stores at a time when developers are slowing down on projects.  
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On the basis of the understanding of the passage, answer any ten of the following questions.                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                             1x10=10 
1. In the line, “...... a tale of empty’, the word “tale” DOES NOT refer to 
     (a) a story      (b) a situation      (c) a report     (d) an account  
2. How does online retail growth affect the shopping malls?  
     (a) They are empty.                                               (b) Mall projects are stalled.  
    (c) No focus on making business profitable.     (d) Both (a) and (b)  
3. Choose the option that lists the ways in which the e-commerce industry has taken over malls.  
      1. Discounts     2. Offers      3. Travelling      4. Security       5. Choices       6. Convenience  
        (a) 1,2 and 3       (b) 4,5 and 6       (c) 1,2 and 5     (d) All of these  
 4. Choose the option that lists the statement that is not true according to the given graph.  
    (a) Between the year 2013 and 2020, online shopping has seen exponential growth. 
    (b) Online shopping became a part of the Indian shopping market in 2009. 
    (c) Online shopping saw consistency between 2009-2012.  
    (d) Online shopping drastically changed the shopping scenario after 2012.  
5. What depicts that the growing retail story of India is problematic? 
     (a) Reduction in footfall 
     (b) Dependence on anchor stores  
     (c) Malls remaining empty  
     (d) Difficulty faced by mall owners in paying rent  
6. How many malls does India have?  
      (a) 87              (b) 570              (c) 300          (d) 40-50  
 7. Why does revenue continue to come in for some malls? 
 8. What are anchor stores? 
 9. What does the given passage highlight?  
10. How much shopping space in malls will India have by the end of the year?  
11. State whether the following statements are True or False : 
    (a) Only 27% of Indians are online as of now.  
    (b) A report pegs the growth rate of e-commerce in India at 40-50% in the next five years. 
 12. (a) Find the word in the passage which means the same as ‘impeded’.  
        (b) Find the word in the passage which is opposite in meaning to the word ‘relaxation’.  

                                         SECTION –B (CREATIVE WRITING AND GRAMMAR) 

III. The chart given below shows how frequently people in the USA ate in the fast food in restaurants between 2003 
and 2013. Using the given data, write an analytical paragraph in 100-120 words.                                     5 

 
                                                                Or, 
 The following pie charts show the main reasons for migration to and from the UK in 2007. . Write an analytical 
paragraph based on the given information by selecting and reporting the main features and make comparisions 
where relevant. Write in 100-120 words. 
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IV. you are interested to join a swimming club of repute in your town. Write a letter to the Secretary, College Square 
Swimming Club, Kolkata, enquiring about the details about membership and other terms and conditions of the club. 
You are Swarnima Dey of 143, Palm Avenue, Kolkata. (100-120 words)                                          5 
                                                                                Or 
Write a letter in 100-120 words to Editor of The Times of India, Delhi, expressing your concerns about the urgent 
need to save our rivers. Suggest some ways to improve the situation. Sign yourself as Karan/ Neha Bajaj. 

V. Attempt any ten of the following questions.                                                                 1x10=10  
  1. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct option to complete an online update. 
   The climate control comment by an activist.......... on social media yesterday. 
      (a)Blow up   (b) blew up    (c) is blown    (d) will be blown    
  2. Read the conversation between a doctor and his patient. Complete the sentence by reporting the patient’s  
         reply correctly. 
       Doctor: Do you feel down from time-to-time Mr. Gopalan?  
       Patient: Yes, I do not stay in a good mood. 
    The doctor, while trying to figure out his patient’s ailment, asked about his well-being, to which, the patient      
      affirmed ................................... 
3. Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line, from a health magazine.  
The advertisement read, ‘If you smoke, statistically your story end 15% before it should’. 
        (a) must                  (b) should                  (c) will                  (d) ought to 
4. Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the following line, from a news report:           
        Last week a child was not allowed to board the plane at Ranchi airport 
        

    Option no. Error Correction 

            A. child children 

            B. last           previous  

            C. the                a  

            D. at                in 

5. Complete the given narrative, by filling in the blank with the correct option:  
    As I was standing on the dock, looking out at the lake for the last time, a feeling of emptiness.............. over me like  
     darkness. 
     (a) will wash               (b) had washed                      (c) will have washed                 (d) washed 
6. Fill in the blank by using the correct form of the word in the bracket, for the given portion of a letter: 
 Subject: Request for Approval  
     Dear Sir  
    This is to respectfully submit that I...............(seek) approval for organising a tree plantation drive to be undertaken   
      by the club. 
7.Report the dialogue between a grandson and his grandfather, by completing the sentence: 
 Grandson: Grandpa, who are your superheroes?  
  Grandpa: Anyone who shows kindness and compassion to others.  
In response to the question about his superheroes, grandfather says that................... 
8. Identify the error in the given sentence, from a school magazine report and supply the correction. 
 In order to balancing the sentiments of the Eagles and the Hawks, the Student Council suggested a rematch 
between the teams.  
Use the given format for your response 
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Error correction 
 

  

9. Sunil shared some information, with Tariq, about a holiday at sea. Report Tariq’s question. 
 Did you enjoy travelling by sea? 
10. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option, to complete the slogan by the Ministry for Child Welfare.  
...................WE AFFORD TO NEGLECT CHILDREN? THINK TWICE!! 
 (a) WILL         (b) MAY                   (c) NEED                 (d) CAN 
11. Select the correct option to complete the narration of the dialogue between Latha and her father. 
    Father: Why ask so many questions, Latha?  
    Latha: I believe that if you don’t know the answer, keep asking till you do!  
Father asked Latha the reason for the many questions she was asking. Latha exclaimed good-humouredly that in 
event of not knowing the answer one should................... 
 (a) keep asking till one does.      (b) kept asking till one does. (c) keep asking till one do.  (d) kept on to ask till one do. 
12. Identify the error on a shop’s hoarding and supply the correction, for the following sales offer: 

Gumnaam & Daughters Pvt. Ltd.                                                               Bindapur Jharkhand 
 
Massive discount for all senior citizen vaccinated with the precautionary dose. 

      Use the given format for your response 

Error correction 
 

  

 

                                                        SECTION-C (LITERATURE) 

VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.                                 1x5=5 
That evening, after I'd finished the rest of my homework, the note about the essay caught my eye. I began thinking 
about the subject while chewing the tip of my fountain pen. Anyone could ramble on and leave big spaces between 
the words, but the trick was to come up with convincing argument to prove the necessity of talking.  
(i) What does she write in her essay?  
     (a) That it is inherited.     (b) It is habitual.          (c) She cannot cure it.       (d) All of the above 
(ii) Anne was..... 
     (a) thinking what to write in essay                (b) angry with Mr. Keesing    
     (c) too tired to write the essay                      (d) unable to write the essay  
(iii) (A) Anne was good at writing essays. 
      (B) Anne talked deliberately in the class so that she could get an essay to write on. 
     (a) (A) is true (B) is false                  (b) (A) is false (B) is true      (c) Both are true                  (d) Both are false  
(iv) Anne was asked to write an essay on......  
(v) ........ in the extract means ‘to write aimlessly for long’. 

                                                   Or, 
Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.                               
 We kids would be pushed aside with a mild rebuke and the loaves would be delivered to the servant. But we would 
not give up. We ' would climb a bench or the parapet and peep into the basket, somehow. I can still recall the typical 
fragrance of those loaves. Loaves for the elders and the bangles for the children.  
(i) Why were the children pushed aside? 
     (a) because they were making noise        (b) to deliver the bread to the servant 
     (c) to give them bread loves                      (d) so that bread seller could go inside the house  
 (ii) Which word in the extract means the same as ‘an expression of disapproval/a scolding’?  
      (a) Rebuke                    (b) Scaffold               (c) Furious                 (d) Rebate  
(iii) What was there in the basket?  
     (a) loaves for children, bangles for elders         (b) loaves for children and elders  
     (c) bangles for children and loaves for elders        (d) None of the above  
(iv) Who are ‘we’ in the extract?  
(v) What did children do when they were pushed A aside by the baker?  

VII.Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.                                 1x5=5 
Money is external. 
He is learning, well behind his desperate 
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eyes, 
The epistemology of loss, how to stand up 
Knowing what every man must one day know 
And most know many days, how to stand up 
 (i) The poet says money is external. What does it mean in this extract? 
      (a) Money helps us purchase materials that make life worth living.  
      (b) Money promotes materialism and hunger for power among youngsters.  
      (c) Money only impacts a person's external environment.  
      (d) Money buys materialistic things and can be earned again, when lost.  
 (ii) What does the boy learn by losing the ball, according to the extract?  
      (i) Loss is the unavoidable truth of life.       (ii) Material objects can be replaced. 
      (iii) Money buys happiness.                          (iv)  Losses in life can be prevented with care. 
       (v) Life continues despite losses. 
      (a) (i), (ii) and (v)                  (b) (ii) and (iv)                     (c) Only (i)                 (d) (iii) and (v) 
(iii) Which option lists who is speaking these lines? 
      (a) An observer                       (b) The boy's parent        (c) The ball salesman              (d) A friend  
(iv) The boy is learning how to stand up....... This means that he is learning to be ............ in the face of difficulties. 
 (v) According to the poet, from whom do we mostly learn about loss? .  
         (a) Elders                     (b) Experiences                     (c) Books                      (d) Teachers . 

                                                                 Or 
Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.                                
The true Chameleon is small, 
 A lizard sort of things;  
He hasn't any ears at all, 
 And not a single wing.  
If there is nothing on the tree,  
‘Tis the Chameleon you see.  
(i) Study the following statements.  
     A. A chameleon looks like a lizard.                     B. A chameleon can easily camouflage.  
    (a) Only A is right                   (b) Only B is right    (c) Both A and B are right      (d) Neither A or B are right  
(ii) Where do we find the chameleon? 
      (a)In a garden                          (b) On the tree       (c) Under the ground              (d) No where 
 (iii) Why-do chameleon change their colour 
      (a) To look beautiful     (b) To escape from enemies       (c) To attack insects       (d) None of the above  
(iv) Why can't the chameleon be seen on the tree? 
(v) What is special about the chameleon? 

VIII. Answer any four of the following questions in 40-50 words each.                  

 4x3=12 
 (i)  How do we know that Goa's bakers are very prosperous ? 
 (ii) Do you agree with Anne when she says that teachers are the most unpredictable creatures on earth? Rationalise. 
  (iii) What is the message that narrator wants to give to the readers through the lesson ‘the Black Aeroplane? 
  (iv) How did the young seagull and his family celebrate his first flight? 
  (v) What did Mandela think for oppressor and the oppressed? 

IX. Answer any two of the following questions in 40-50 words each.                   2x3=6 

   (i) Scientists contribute to make the world a better place. Griffin is an antithesis to this statement. Justify. 

   (ii)How did Danby prepare for the robbery at Shotover Grange? 

    (iii) “Ausable shows great presence of mind in a situation of danger and surprise." Do you agree with this   

       statement? If yes, why? 

X. Answer any one of the following questions in 100-120 words each.                                         1x6=6 

    (i) Describe the landlord's and his wife's experience with the strange scientist. 

    (ii) Education, love and sympathy can transform even a thief. How is it true in the case of Hari Singh? 

XI. Answer any one of the following questions in 100-120 words each.                                          1x6=6 

    (i) Escapism is one way to run away from harsh realities. Discuss in the context of the poem ‘Amanda’. 

    (ii) Why did Mr. Keesing punish Anne and what was the punishment? How did Anne finally stop Mr.   

        Keesing from punishing her? 


