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General Instructions : 

1. All the questions are compulsory.   
2. Visit the website www.srvmschools.org to answer the questions. 
3. Student will fill the details on answer sheet and write the test during the above given schedule. 
4. The time of the Half yearly examination-2020 will be 9:00 a.m to 12:45 p.m . 
5. Out of all question papers of classes XI and XII, a few have been set for 80marks each while others have been set 

for 70 marks each. However, each question papers contain – 30% 1-mark questions; 20% of them will be MCQs  
and the remaining  10% questions will be case based/source based, and the rest of the questions will be 
subjective type. The details of marking scheme has been given on the previous page.  

6. The password protected question paper will be downloaded from school Website 
(https://srvmschools.org/)   by the students. A key will be provided to the students before 15 minutes 
of the examination schedule on the date of examination to unlock the question paper on WhatsApp 
Group. 

7. The Students will write the test on Answer sheet provided by the school. The answers written by the 
students during the scheduled test date and time will be considered final. After the scheduled time, 
no other record of answer by the students will be taken into consideration for final evaluation.  

8. A link will be provided by the school for posting of online attendance by uploading the photo of first page of 
filled answer sheet by the student before 5 minutes of the examination on all examination days. It is 
compulsory for the students of IX,X,XI and XII to remain live on  video  during the first hour of  examination on 
all examination days. Students muting the video will be treated as absent.   All the students must wear school 
uniform during the examination.  

9. After writing the paper, the student will record the completion attendance at 12:45p.m without fail. The link for 
attendance will be available from 9:00 a.m to 12:45 p.m only. 

10. The first 15 minutes have been allotted for reading this question paper. These 15 minutes  have to be used by 
the candidates for thorough silent reading of the question paper. During this period, the students will not write 
any answer on the answer- book and the question paper.  Write in neat and clean handwriting.  

11. For assistance, the class teachers may be contacted.        
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 SECTION-A  
 READING: 20 Marks  

1. Read the passage given below : 12 
 LIFE BEYOND ACADEMICS  
 1. Academics has always been an essential part of human development. It prepares  
 us to survive in the outside world and establish an identity of our own. But, is an  
 individual’s development restricted to merely academics? In India, from an early age,  
 we have been taught that education is limited to the boundaries of academics only;  
 the idea of getting  out into the field, for gaining practical experience, is  always  
 considered a hoax. This has hindered students’ development. But, the truth is that  
 education represents a considerably broader field than we know of it. Our teaching,  
 from the basics, has been focused on getting good grades and job offers, rather than  
 being creative and unique.  

 2. In the 21stcentury, the pure academic type of education is slowly paving way for a  
 whole new type. The paradigm shift in the whole education system is evident. People  
 have now come to understand that education is a 360 degree activity that should  
 focus  on  students’  overall  development,  rather  than  restricting  him/her  to  the  
 classroom.  

 3.  Co-curricular  activities  that take  place outside the  classroom  but reinforce or  
 supplement classroom curriculum, in some way, have become a point of focus today.  
 These activities help in the growth of the child, in more than one way. Participating in  
 such activities helps youngsters grow mentally, socially and individually. Intellectual  
 development  of  a  student  is  developed  in  the  classroom,  but  for  the  aesthetic  
 development  such  as  team-  building,  character-  building,  and  physical  growth,  
 students must step out into the outside world. For instance, if a student is a part of  
 school football team, he/ she will learn team- work and coordination, in a practical  
 manner, which cannot be taught in the class.  

 4. Similarly, in colleges and institutions, there is a need for practical exposure so that  
 the students can experience the actual working of an industry. For example, taking a  
 student to a manufacturing firm will give him/ her the real insight and better learning  
 of the industry. Catering to this change, most professional colleges including B-  
 schools, have started providing practical exposure to students through regular guest  
 lectures, industrial visits, conferences, seminars, cultural festivals, and so on. With  
 industry visits, students are able to better identify their prospective areas of work in  
 the overall organizational function. Moreover, they help enhance interpersonal skills  
 and communication techniques. In addition, guest lectures are equally important for  



                        
all – round development of students. It is a great way for students to gain maximum 
exposure, as guest speakers talk about their real- life experiences and not what is there 
in the text books. 

 

5. Through such events, students are made to participate and coordinate different 
events wherein, they get to know how exactly things are managed. Classroom teaching 
provides the foundation, and co-curricular or extra- curricular activities provide 
practical exposure and opportunities to implement what students learn in the 
classroom. This helps in developing the overall personality of the students, inculcating 
various soft – skills in them, which otherwise are difficult to teach. Clearly, life beyond 
academics creates creative and empowered professionals. (507 Words) 

 

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer any five of 
the questions given below by choosing the most appropriate option: 

 

a. Students' development is hindered by  
i. limiting education to academic boundaries. 
ii. getting out to the field.  
iii. being creative and unique. 
iv.gaining practical knowledge. 

 

b. The shift in the education system means 
i. to restrict to classroom activities.  
ii. to focus on academic development. 
iii.to ignore 360 degree activity.  
iv.to focus on overall development. 

 

c. Co- Curricular activities that take place outside the classroom do not help in  
i. teamwork and co-ordination. 
ii. mental and social growth. 
iii. intellectual development. 
iv. character building. 

 

d. Guest speakers talk about 
i. all round development. 
ii. their real life experiences. 
iii. what is in text books. 
iv. gaining exposure. 

 

 

e. Classroom teaching provides  
i. practical exposure 
ii. opportunities to implement what is learnt in classroom 
iii. chance to learn soft skills 
iv. the foundation 

 

f. Life beyond academics facilitates 
i. organizational functions 
ii. creativity 
iii. professional fields 
iv. industrial visits 

 

1.2 Answer the following questions briefly in 20 words each:  
a. From earlier times what has not been the focus of education? 
b. Where should students go for aesthetic development?  
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 c. What kind of co- curricular activities have become points of focus today?  
 d. What will give children a better insight into industry?  
 e. Why are soft skills difficult to teach in the classroom?  

 1.3 Pick out the words/phrases from the passage which are similar in meaning 
1x2=2  

to the following:   

 i.  untrue (Para 1)  
 ii. cooperative effort (Para 3)  
   

2. Read the passage given below: 8 

 BALANCING THE SCALES  
 Artificial intelligence (AI) is making a difference to how legal work is done, but it isn’t  
 the threat it is made out to be. AI is making impressive progress and shaking up  
 things all over the world today. The assumption that advancements in technology and  
 artificial intelligence will render any profession defunct is just that, an assumption and  
 a false one. The only purpose this assumption serves is creating mass panic and  
 hostility towards embracing technology that is meant to make our lives easier.  

 Let us understand what this means explicitly for the legal world. The ambit of AI  
 includes recognizing human speech and objects, making decisions based on data,  
 and translating languages. Tasks that can be defined as ‘search-and-find’ type can  
 be performed by AI.  

 Introducing  AI  to this  profession will  primarily  be for the purpose  of automating  
 mundane,  tedious  tasks  that  require  negligible  human  intelligence.  The  kind  of  
 artificial  intelligence  that  is  employed  by  industries  in  the  current  scene,  when  
 extended  to  law  will  enable  quicker  services  at  a  lower  price.   AI  is  meant  to  
 automate a number of tasks that take up precious working hours lawyers could be  
 devoting to tasks that require discerning, empathy, and trust- qualities that cannot be  
 replicated by even the most sophisticated form of AI. The legal profession is one of  
 the oldest professions in the world. Thriving over a 1000 years; trust, judgement, and  
 diligence are the pillars of this profession. The most important pillar is the relationship  
 of trust between a lawyer and clients, which can only be achieved through human  
 connection and interaction.  

 While  artificial intelligence  can be useful in  scanning  and  organizing  documents  
 pertaining to a case, it cannot perform higher-level tasks such as sharp decision-  
 making, relationship-building with valuable clients and writing legal briefs, advising  
 clients,  and  appearing  in  court.  These  are  over  and  above  the  realm  of  
 computerization.  

 The smooth proceeding of a case is not possible without sound legal research. While  
 presenting cases lawyers need to assimilate information in the form of legal research  
 by referring to a number of relevant cases to find those that will favour their client’s  
 motion.  Lawyers  are  even required to  thoroughly know the opposing  stand  and  
 supporting legal arguments they can expect to prepare a watertight defense strategy.  
 AI,  software  that  operates  on  natural  language  enables  electronic  discovery  of  
 information relevant to a case, contract reviews, and automation generation of legal  
 documents.  

 AI utilizes big-data analytics which enables visualization of case data. It also allows  
 for creation of a map of the cases which were cited in previous cases and their  
 resulting verdicts, as per the website Towards Data Science. The probability of a  
 positive outcome of a case can be predicted by leveraging predictive analytics with  
 

 



 machine learning. This is advantageous to firms as they can determine the return on  
 investment  in  litigation  and  whether  an  agreement  or  arbitration  should  be  
 considered.  (484 Words)     
     8X1=   8 
     

 
a. AI is changing the way _______________ works are done.  

i. Sports ii. Cinema iii. Law. iv. Education 
b. What is a false notion?  

i. Presumption about AI ii. Hypotheses on AI iii. Perception about AI iv. Assumption 
about AI 

c. Which word is a synonym for ‘embracing’? 
 i. Adoption ii. Adaptation iii. Take up iv. Follow 

d. Which word is an antonym for ‘únderstand’? 
 i. misunderstand ii. Confuse iii.  Disregard iv) false-understand  

e. What is the realm of computerization in AI? 
f. What are the benefits of AI in legal works?     
g. Is AI good for legal works? Justify with reasons. 
h. How a case is predicted by AI? 

 
  
  
  

  

          
     SECTION : B     

   WRITING SKILLS : 16 Marks    
3. A) Your institute, Golden Care Hospital, has decided to organise an ‘Organ Donation 3 X2 =6 

 Camp’  to  generate  awareness  about  the  cause.  Draft  a  Notice  giving  all  the  
 necessary details. (50 words)       
          
 B) Your school is planning to organise a talk on the ‘Importance of Promoting Art 

Education’ at all levels. You plan to invite The Director, Delhi School of Art, as a Key 
Note Speaker. As CCA Coordinator of  Vidya Mandir Vidyalaya, draft an invitation for the 
same giving all the necessary details. ( 5o words) 

 
  

  
        
         

4. You feel that India will face a severe water crisis by the year 2020. Write a letter to 5 
 the Editor of The National Daily expressing your concern about it and requesting  
 individuals  and  authorities  to  take  steps  to  avert  this  crisis.  You  are  Shalini/  
 Shaheen. (120-150       
 words)        
     OR     
 Your school has decided to add a few books to the library. The school wants to  
 encourage reading habit amongst students. As the Librarian of the Venkateshwar  
 International school place an order with Pearl Publishers for books for all age levels.  
 Give all necessary details.       
 (120-150 words)       

5. Taking selfies has become a rage and is a global phenomenon. It has cost us several 5 

 

lives and also immortalised several moments. Draft an advertisement  for a National Daily  
to spread awareness for using phone wisely while  taking selfies and its impact on people. 
You are Aditi/ Aditya (150-200 words)  
                                                                  OR 
A massive fire due to short circuit gutted 50 odd shops in the congested area of Sadar 
Bazar in Delhi leading to loss of life and property. As a reporter with The Tribune write a 
report for the newspaper. (150-200 word)  

 
 

 



    SECTION: C  
    (LITERATURE: TEXT BOOKS)  
    (Marks : 44)  

7. A) Read the extract given below and briefly answer the questions that follow each: 
1x12= 

12 

 

 
I had never listened so carefully, and that he had never explained everything with 
so much patience. It seemed almost as if the poor man wanted to give us all he 
knew before going away, and to put it all into our heads at one stroke. 
 
1. Who is ‘I’ in the above lines? i) student ii) teacher iii) beggar iv)narrator 
2. Who is ‘he’ in the above lines? i) carpenter ii) tutor iii) coach iv) teacher 
3. What do you mean by  ‘poor man’? i) sympathetic ii) chaotic iii) helpless iv) arrogant 
4. What was the content that the speaker refers to when he says ‘put it all into our 

heads’? 
 
B)                          All lovely tales that we have heard or read; 
                              An endless fountain of immortal drink, 
                              Pouring unto us from the heaven’s brink. 
 
1. Who is the speaker? i) Keats ii) Cowboy iii) Cow grazer iv) shepherd  
2. What are the lovely tales? 
3. What is the antonym for immortal? i) Timeless ii) Less time iv) Timely iv) Transient  

4. 4. What is pouring unto from the heaven’s brink? 
5.  

  C)   I crossed to oblivion, and the curtain of life fell. 
 

1. Who is the speaker? i) Old man ii) Trainer iii) Teenager iv) Learner  
2. What is the synonym for oblivion? i) Sleep ii) Hallucination iii) Slumber iv) 

Unconscious  
3. What do you mean by ‘the curtain of life fell’?  
4. What is context of the above line?  

   
8. Answer any seven from the following questions in 30 -40 words each: 2x7= 

     14 
 a. Who did M. Hamel blame when Franz was unable to answer a question on 

             French participles? 
b. Why does Anees Jung  say that the bangle makers are caught in a vicious 

             web? 
c.    What were the feelings of the poet when she saw her old mother’s face? 
d.    What is the significance of twelve in the poem Keeping Quiet?  
e.    What makes human beings love life in spite of troubles and sufferings?  

H           f.     Is The Third Level an autobiographical account of the narrator? Explain. 
              g.    How many railway stations are there as per the narrator in The Third level? 

         h.    What is the role of sahukars in Lost Spring ? 
   

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
   

9. Answer the following question in 120-150 words: 5 
 Whom did Franz hold responsible for not learning the mother tongue and why?   
    OR  
 What social issues are being discussed by the author in Lost Spring?  
   

10. 

Answer the following question in 120-150 words: 
 
Why is Shakespeare wicked for the slum children? Explain three similes from the poem 
with examples.  
 
OR  5 



 Explain how does Keats defines beauty with examples from the poem?   
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