
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

General Instructions : 

1. All the questions are compulsory.   
2. Visit the website www.srvmschools.org to answer the questions. 
3. Student will fill the details on answer sheet and write the test during the above given schedule. 
4. The time of the Half yearly examination-2020 will be 9:00 a.m to 12:45 p.m . 
5. Out of all question papers of classes XI and XII, a few have been set for 80marks each while others have 

been set for 70 marks each. However, each question papers contain – 30% 1-mark questions; 20% of them 
will be MCQs  and the remaining  10% questions will be case based/source based, and the rest of the 
questions will be subjective type. The details of marking scheme has been given on the previous page.  

6. The password protected question paper will be downloaded from school Website 
(https://srvmschools.org/)   by the students. A key will be provided to the students before 15 minutes of 
the examination schedule on the date of examination to unlock the question paper on WhatsApp Group. 

7. The Students will write the test on Answer sheet provided by the school. The answers written by the 
students during the scheduled test date and time will be considered final. After the scheduled time, no 
other record of answer by the students will be taken into consideration for final evaluation.  

8. A link will be provided by the school for posting of online attendance by uploading the photo of first page 
of filled answer sheet by the student before 5 minutes of the examination on all examination days. It is 
compulsory for the students of IX,X,XI and XII to remain live on  video  during the first hour of  
examination on all examination days. Students muting the video will be treated as absent.   All the 
students must wear school uniform during the examination.  

9. After writing the paper, the student will record the completion attendance at 12:45p.m without fail. The 
link for attendance will be available from 9:00 a.m to 12:45 p.m only. 

10. The first 15 minutes have been allotted for reading this question paper. These 15 minutes  have to be used 
by the candidates for thorough silent reading of the question paper. During this period, the students will 
not write any answer on the answer- book and the question paper.  Write in neat and clean handwriting.  

11. For assistance, the class teachers may be contacted.        
 

 

SECTION - A - READING [20 Marks]    

 

1.Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.        [8]  

Fashion is a force – a powerful force of constantly altering patterns of change and growth. Its constant movement 

affects the fate of the designers and manufacturers who distribute it, and of course, the lives of the consumers, who 

follow what it dictates. All of its facets taken together add up to a multimillion dollar industry. Fashion today means 

mega bucks. 

 

Fashion is also a science. Surprising, isn‟t it? However, it is well known that it involves known facts and basic 

principles, and its actions and reactions can be predicted, as these are based on those facts and principles. Fashion is 

one of those distinct and unique trades that is highly dependent on the environment and the changes that are 

continuously taking place in it. These have to be understood by the designers if. they want to become successful. 

 

For one to make it to the top in the fashion business and stay there, one has to continue to discover and innovate to 

fulfil the needs and wants of the customers. For this, most of the top designers such as Yves Saint Laurant, Karl 
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Lagerfeld, Clairborne etc. all rely upon their creativity backed by years of invaluable experience. In this line of work, 

instinct and intuition play a very major role besides the knowledge of past successes and failures. 

 

As the power of fashion to influence our lives grows, a number of misconceptions about it continue to abound. The 

most common of these is that the designers and retailers dictate what the fashion will be, by accepting or rejecting the 

styles and trends that are offered. They are truly, as one „fashion guru‟ once said, “Variety vultures”. However, it is 

not so – actually customers dictate the trends. 

 

The second misconception is that fashion acts as an influence on women only. However, actually, men today are as 

much influenced by, and responsive to, fashion, as women. In point of fact, the male fashion industry has been 

growing at a dizzying rate. Yes, there was a time when menswear was not exactly worth talking about. It was staid and 

unimaginative. But that does not mean that men did not dress up according to the latest trends of the day. 

 

There were changes in Western dressing that followed the dictates of the designers and the fashionable elite trend-

setters. These were the drainpipes in the „60s, the popular safaris in the „70s, the denims in the „80s and the ethnic 

wear that has caught on these days. 

 

Fashion today is more lifestyle oriented and quite practical. The modern male and female want to dress differently for 

office and leisure. Designers are becoming more daring so that the women as well as the men have a wide choice. 

There are different designs for every moment of a busy social schedule – from work, lunch to afternoon tea, cocktails, 

dinner and gala banquets. 

 

Lastly, fashion is the force that causes women to raise and lower their skirt length, straighten or fizz their hair and 

change from sportswear to dressy clothes. Fashion is also that force which influences men to grow or shave off their 

moustaches and beards, choose wide or narrow ties and lapels, and change from casual jeans into three piece suits and 

tuxedo. It is indeed this dynamic and varied force that adds spice and colour to our life. 

 

(a)On the basis of your reading of the given passage, make notes on it using headings and sub-headings. Use 

recognizable abbreviations, wherever necessary (minimum 4). Supply an appropriate title to it.                     (5) 

(b)Write a summary of the given passage in 80-100 words.                                                                 (3) 

 

2.Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.               [12]  

It‟s not „cool‟ to be fat, but that has not prevented an obesity epidemic from occurring among America‟s youth. 

Childhood obesity increased from 5% in 1964 to about 13% in 1994. Today it is about 20% – and rising. Children, on 

average, spend up to five to six hours a day involved in sedentary activities like watching television, using the 

computer, and playing video games, which is partly to blame for this escalating rate. Perhaps it wouldn‟t matter if they 

were sufficiently active at other times, but most of them aren‟t. 

To make matters worse, children are bombarded with TV ads from fast food chains and other purveyors of high fat, 

high sugar meals and snacks. These highly effective advertising campaigns, combined with a physically inactive 

lifestyle, have produced a generation of kids who are at high risk for obesity-associated medical conditions. 

The major health threat is the early development of Type 2 diabetes (adult onset), particularly in children with a 

family history of disease. Doctors are reporting a surge in young adolescents developing Type 2 diabetes – which can 

lead to heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney disease, stroke, limb amputations, and blindness. People who 

develop diabetes in adolescence face a diminished quality of life and shortened life span, particularly if the disease 

progresses untreated. It‟s a scary prospect for our children, but, in many cases, obesity and diabetes are preventable. 

When children are spending most of their free time sitting in front of televisions and computers, they are not outside 

running, jumping or engaging in team sports that would keep their weight down. Parents need to set limits on the time 

their children are engaged in passive activities. Paediatricians recommend restricting children to one to two hours per 

day on TV and computers combined – though older children may need additional time for learning activities. 

Parental involvement remains the most important key to our children‟s healthy diets. Programmes to educate parents 

about nutrition are essential. Fast foods should be consumed only in moderation. Caregivers, who are often busy and 

harried, must avoid the temptation to whisk their kids into fast-food restaurants or to pick up fast food for dinner at 

home. Changing eating habits and lifestyles is not easy, but the health benefit for our children is a wonderful payoff 

for parents willing to take on the task. 

 

(a)On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the following statements by choosing the correct  

     options.                                                                                                                        (1×6 = 6) 
(i) One of the major reasons behind obesity among children is ………….. 

     (a) studying                                   (b) playing indoor games 

     (c) their sedentary lifestyle           (d) eating fast foods 



(ii) Early development of type 2 diabetes is normally found in children with 

     (a) sedentary lifestyles                      (b) strict parents 

     (c) voracious appetites                      (d) a family history of the disease 

(iii) The most important factor to improve our children‟s diet is …………. 

    (a) parental involvement                   (b) not watching TV advertisements 

    (c) not having fast foods                   (d) All of these 

(iv) Adolescents who develop diabetes may have……… if not treated promptly. 

    (a) poor quality of life                       (b) reduced span of life 

    (c) Both (a) and(b)                           (d) Neither (a) nor (b) 

(v) The word………… in para-1 means „inactive‟. 

   (a)  watching                                     (b) sedentary 

   (c)  escalating                                    (d) sitting 

(vi)The word……….. in para-3 means „poorer‟. 

    (a)   untreated                                    (b) shortened 

    (c)  meagre                                        (d) diminished 

(b)On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions or complete the following  

     statements briefly.                                                                                                  ( l x 6 = 6) 
(i)  How are advertisements responsible for obesity associated medical problems? 

(ii) How does diabetes affect adolescents? 

(iii)Type 2 diabetes can lead to………… „ 

(iv) In order to keep children‟s weight in check, the parents need to…………… 

(v) „Inundated‟ is the synonym of…….. in the second paragraph. 

(vi)The word……….. in the last paragraph means „within limits‟. 

 

Section -B  Writing and Grammar [30 Marks] 
3. You are Sanjay / Sanjana, Head Boy / Girl of Sunlight Foundation School, Saharanpur. Write a notice about a 

debate competition to be held in the school on the topic “Foreign films are not relevant to Indian culture”.           (8) 

                                                                     Or 

You are Mayank Mukta, the Head Boy / Girl of APS school. Write a notice in about 50 words informing the students 

about the upcoming cultural exchange trip to Nepal.  

4. You are Director General of Health Services. You want to invite people to come forward for eye donation. Draft a  

      poster for the same.                                                                                                  (6) 

                                                                                      

5. Design a poster against the ill-effects of plastics on the environment. Suggest alternative solutions as well.         (6) 

 

 6. Fill in the blanks in the paragraph given below with the help of options that follow :       (1x5 =5) 

A. Sanitation and hygiene are also important (a) ……………….the well-being of society and  biodiversity  

     conservation.  

B. The  government has (b)…………. a  programme. 

C. It aims to develop (c) ……….riverfronts. 

D. It will solve the  problem of pollution (d) …………… the rivers. 

E. The need has been(e) …………..for  a long time. 

(a) (i) by           (ii) from          (iii) for            (iv) into 

(b) (i) initiates  (ii)  initiated     (iii) initiate     (iv)initiating 

(c) (i) an           (ii) a                  (iii) in             (iv) the 

(d) (i) in           (ii)  on               (iii) onto         (iv )by 

(e) (i) feeling    (ii) feel              (iii)  felt          (iv ) have felt 

 

7. Fill in the blanks in the paragraph given below with the help of options that follow :       (1x5 =5) 

 

The modern student (a)______ the importance (b)______ physical exercise. He spends one to two hours in open 

air (c)_____ he takes part in different sports. However, care should (d)_____ not to overstrain (e)_____ body. 

    (a)(i)Understood    (ii)understand     (iii)have understand     (iv)understands 

    (b)(i)of                   (ii)by                  (iii)from                       (iv)with 

     (c)(i)how               (ii)which           (iii)where                      (iv)why 

    (d)(i)be taken          (ii)took             (iii)takes                       (iv)has taken 

     (e)(i)a                      (ii)an                (iii)the                          (iv)some 

 

 



 

                                                  SECTION C - LITERATURE     [30 Marks]   

8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                                                     (1 x 3 = 3) 

The sea holiday  

Was her past, mine is her laughter. 

 Both wry With the laboured ease of loss. 

    (a) Which sea holiday is referred to here?  

    (b) What was poetess past? 

    (c) Why is the poetess nostalgic about her mother’s laughter? 

9. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                                                    (1 x 3 = 3) 

And who art thou? Said I to the soft-falling shower, 

Which, strange to tell, gave me an answer, as here translated: 

I am the poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain, 

(a) Name the poem and the poet. 

(b) What does the phrase „strange to tell‟ mean? 

(c) Why does the rain call herself the „ Poem of the Earth”?  

10. Answer any three of the following questions.                                                                         (2x3=6) 

 (i) Why does the rain call itself „eternal”?  

(ii) Why did the grandmother not like the teaching of English School? 

 (iii) Why did the narrator of the story want to forget the address? 

 (iv) What ultimatum does Mrs. Pearson give to her family?  

 

11. Answer the following question in about 120 words.                                                                 (6) 

 What did Carter do to remove mummy from the coffin? Why?  

                                                            OR  

How human actions have made this earth a patient? 

 

 12. Answer the following question in about 120 words.                                                                 (6)  

How was Ranga treated when he returns to his village from Bangalore? What does this tell about the people of 

Hosahalli? 

                                                                            OR 

 What do you understand of Einstein‟s nature from his conversations with his history teacher, his mathematics teacher 

and the head teacher? 

 

 13. Contrast the Chinese view of art with the European view with examples.                                      (6)  

                                                                               Or  

Write the character sketch of the author‟s grandmother in the lesson „The Portrait Of A Lady. 

                                       

                                                    **** 


