
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

General Instructions : 

1. All the questions are compulsory.   
2. Visit the website www.srvmschools.org to answer the questions. 

3. Student will fill the details on answer sheet and write the test during the above given schedule. 
4. The time of the Half yearly examination-2020 will be 9:00 a.m to 12:45 p.m . 

5. The full marks will be 80 for each subject. Each question paper contains 20% objective type 
questions (MCQ)  and 20% case based or sources based MCQ questions of 1 mark each  and 40% 
subjective type questions.  

6. The password protected question paper will be downloaded from school Website 
(https://srvmschools.org/)   by the students. A key will be provided to the students before 15 
minutes of the examination schedule on the date of examination to unlock the question paper on 
WhatsApp Group. 

7. The Students will write the test on Answer sheet provided by the school. The answers written by 
the students during the scheduled test date and time will be considered final. After the scheduled 
time, no other record of answer by the students will be taken into consideration for final 
evaluation.  

8. A link will be provided by the school for posting of online attendance by uploading the photo of 
first page of filled answer sheet by the student before 5 minutes of the examination on all 
examination days. It is compulsory for the students of IX,X,XI and XII to remain live on  video  
during the first hour of  examination on all examination days. Students muting the video will be 
treated as absent.   All the students must wear school uniform during the examination.  

9. After writing the paper, the student will record the completion attendance at 12:45p.m without fail. The 
link for attendance will be available from 9:00 a.m to 12:45 p.m only. 

10. The first 15 minutes have been allotted for reading this question paper. These 15 minutes  have to be used 
by the candidates for thorough silent reading of the question paper. During this period, the students will 
not write any answer on the answer- book and the question paper.  Write in neat and clean handwriting.  

11. For assistance, the class teachers may be contacted. 
 

SECTION A - READING (20 MARKS) 

 I. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:                                      (8) 

 1. Mt. Everest has continued to attract ever since June 8, 1924, when two members of a British expedition George 

Mallory and Andrew Irvine, had first attempted to climb the summit. The two men were last spotted “going strong” 

for the top, until the clouds perpetually swirling around Everest, engulfed them. They then vanished.  

2. Mallory‟s body was not found for another 75 years, in May 1999. Ten more expeditions were to follow before the 

historic climb of Everest for the first time, by Edmund Hillary, a New Zealand beekeeper, and Tenzing Norgay, an 

acclaimed Sherpa climber. The news of the climb reached England at the time of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth 

and Hillary became famous overnight, in all of the British Empire. Tenzing on the other hand, became a symbol of 

national pride across both Nepal and India. 

 3. Today, Mt Everest is drawing attention for all the negative reasons. The entire route that the climbers follow to 

reach the top is littered with rubbish and in sore need of cleaning up. The rubbish strewn all over the mountain 

includes oxygen cylinders, human waste, and even climbers‟ bodies which do not decompose in the extreme cold.  
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4. Under the new regulations passed by the Nepalese government, climbers scaling Everest will have to bring back 

eight kilograms of garbage. This amounts exclusive of the climbers‟ own garbage weight. This measure is taken to 

restore the pristine nature of the peak. 

 5. The rule will be applicable to those climbers of Mt Everest who will ascend beyond Everest‟s base camp, from 

April onwards. Climbers who fail to comply with this new rule are likely to be charged and legal action would be 

taken against them. The action would involve the paying of a fine, or other penalty. 

 6. Expeditions returning to the base will have to submit their trash at an office to be set up in the precincts of the 

Everest Base Camp.  

 

1.1.On the basis of your reading of the passage given above, answer the following questions.  (1×8 = 8) 

 

(a) The first attempt to scale Mt Everest was made by:  

     (i) one Britisher                                         (ii) George Mallory and Andrew Irvine  

    (iii) Andrew Irvine                                     (iv) both (i) and (ii) 

 (b) The rubbish strewn all over the mountain includes ………….which do not decompose in the extreme cold. 

      (i) oxygen cylinders                               (ii) human waste 

     (iii) climbers‟ bodies                               (iv) all of these 

 (c) The news of the climb reached England:  

    (i) Mt Everest is drawing attention for all the negative reasons 

    (ii) at the time of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth  

    (iii) new regulations were passed by the Nepalese government  

    (iv) both (i) and (ii) 

 (d) Climbers who fail to comply with this new rule are likely 

     (i) to be put in prison  

     (ii)to pay a fine  

   (iii) to be charged and face legal action against them  

   (iv) both (i) and (ii) 

 

 (e) George Mallory and Andrew Irvine became the victims of :  

       (i) intense heat of sunlight                        (ii) storm 

       (iii) heavy rain                                          (iv) swirling clouds around Everest  

(f) Every climber of the Mt Everest has to bring a certain amount of garbage. It:  

     (i) proves that he/she reached the mountain peak  

     (ii) maintains cleanliness of the mountain peak  

     (iii) proves that he/she indeed has strength  

     (iv) is done to create a new mountain  

(g) Mallory‟s body was not found for another…………..years, in May 1999.  

      (i) 75                                (ii) 85 

       (iii) 65                             (iv) 74 

(h) Under the new regulations passed by the Nepalese government, climbers scaling Everest will have to bring back 

ten kilograms of garbage.   

      (i) True                                   (ii) False  

 

II. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:                                      (12)  

1. Deserts are usually hot and barren places; yet, they are also beautiful. A few plants, rocks and dusty red-brown soil 

make up the ingredients of most North American deserts where there is sufficient food and water for certain animals to 

survive.  

2. One famous dry and hot place in the world with no visible rock or plant barely any water is the Sahara Desert. It is 

the largest desert in the world and is located in Northern Africa. It gives the impression of an ocean of pure white 

sand. Surprisingly, the Sahara is home to many strange animals. 

 3. These animals have survived over many generations because they were able to adapt to their particular conditions. 

However, a certain number of species were unable to adapt fast enough to their environment and so died out. One of 

the most interesting animals in the Sahara is the sand stink which in French means „fish of the desert‟. The sand stink 



behaves just like a fish except that instead of in water, it „swims‟ through the sand. Its legs act as fins and the hard 

scales on its skin act as armor helping it move through the sand. A piece of transparent skin protects its eyes as it 

swims through the sand. Its eggs are covered with skin to prevent dehydration. 

 4. Another desert animal that hides from the sun is the desert shrimp. The lifespan of these tiny animals is only about 

two weeks because that is about when puddles of water from desert rainstorms dry up. They are able to survive in the 

hot conditions, but without their main source of survival, they dehydrate and are virtually roasted to death.  

5. One of the rare animals able to bask in the desert sun is the camel. For many hundreds of years, the camel has been 

the „horse of the desert‟, helping travellers across the desert. This „horse‟ is slow-moving, yet it is big and strong 

enough to carry extremely heavy loads. The camel has larger feet almost like snowshoes. This characteristic prevents 

it from sinking into the sand.  

6. A camel is able to drink up to one hundred and eighteen liters of water in a day. Once it is full, it can move for five 

to seven days without water, carrying its own portable „water tank‟. Its humps help to store fats which serve as a 

storage of strength, removing the need for food, sometimes for a week. In fact, the humps become smaller as the 

camel consumes the fats stored. They also help to regulate the camel‟s temperature.  

2.2. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions in 30-40 words:         (2×4=8) 

(a) How much water is a camel able to drink up in a day? What is the use of its hump? 

 (b) Name one of the interesting animals in the Sahara. Describe it.  

(c) What prevents camel to sink into the sand?  

(d) Why can only certain animals survive in the North American deserts?  

 

2.3. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the following.                      (1×4=4) 

 (a) In para-2, the word which means „opinion‟ is ……… 

        (i) impression                                (ii) barely  

        (iii) located                                    (iv) sufficient 

 (b) The synonym of „small pool‟ as given in para-4 is……… 

      (i)dehydrate                                     (ii)survive 

     (iii) puddle                                        (iv) hides 

 

 (c) The antonym of „unknown‟ as given in para-2 is….. 

      (i) famous                                  (ii) hot  

     (iii) barely                                  (iv) visible  

(d) The antonym of „common‟ as given in para-5 is……. 

      (i) heavy                                    (ii)large 

     (iii) strong                                  (iv) rare 

  

                                  SECTION B - WRITING & GRAMMAR (30 MARKS) 

III. Write a story in about 150-200 words on the basis of the following outline.                                 (10)   

Outline: A young boy travelling by a train/has a briefcase containing a lot of money/befriends a fellow traveller/train 

stops/boy goes out to buy snacks/ returns/finds the fellow traveller unconscious/calls the railway medical 

service/boy admitted to a hospital/recovered/thanked him. 

                                                                Or 

 Develop a story with the help of the starting line. 

 Tarun Patel was a wise man. When he spoke, people listened to him. And so he chose his words and actions 

carefully. One day a rich man..... 

 

IV. You are going on a school picnic with your classmates and teachers. You are very excited. The night before the 

trip you sit down to write your diary. Describe what you have planned for the picnic and how you hope to enjoy 

yourself there. You are Ramesh. Write your diary in 100-150 words.                    (8) 

                                                                 Or 

You are Naresh. You happened to go to Agra in a crowded bus on a hot summer day. Record your experience in 100-

150 words in your diary.   

 



 

 

V. Fill in the blanks with the correct forms of the verbs.                                                                     (1x6=6) 

 I remember the day I…………..(a)………Jatinbabu ten years ago. I knew him through his letters and he could 

……..(b)……the most charming letters I had ever……..(c)…….. .I said him for the first time at the station when 

I…………(d)…….. there to receive him. I……..(e)…….at ease as he looked kind and warm. Jatinbabu has…….(f)……fancy 

to this City and become a permanent resident of this place.  

                                        

(a)(i)meet          (ii)met        (iii)meeting       (iv)was meeting 

(b)(i)write         (ii)written   (iii)writing         (iv)had written 

(c)(i)read           (ii)reading    (iii)have read  (iv)was reading 

(d)(i)go              (ii)went         (iii)have gone  (iv)had gone 

(e)(i)feel            (ii)felt            (iii)was feeling  (iv)have felt 

(f)(i)taken         (ii)take           (iii)taking          (iv)had taken 

 

VI.Read the dialogue given below and  complete the report that follows. Write the answers in your answer sheet 

against the correct blank numbers.                                                                 (1x6=6)   

Anne:                  I want to order for a big pineapple cake for my birthday. 

Confectioner:    When is your birthday? 

Anne:                   It is tomorrow. 

Confectioner:   You can collect it by noon. 

   Anne ………………(a) a confectioner………………..(b) a big birthday cake for ………………..(c). The confectioner 

asked……………(d) Anne replied……………….(e) the following day. The confectioner told her…………………(f) by noon. 

(a)(i) told                                          (ii)asked 

     (iii) exclaimed                             (iv)advised 

(b)(i)that she wanted to order                          (ii)that she had wanted to order 

     (iii)that she was wanting to order               (iv) that she wants to order 

(c)(i) their birthday                                            (ii)her birthday 

     (iii)his birthday                                              (iv)my birthday 

(d)(i) when her birthday was                           (ii) when her birthday is 

     (iii) when her birthday is going to              (iv) when her birthday had been 

(e)(i) it has been                                                  (ii) it is 

     (iii)it was                                                          (iv) it had been 

(f)(i)that she collect it                                          (ii) that she could collect it 

    (iii) that she was able to collect it                 (iv) that she is able to collect it 

                                        SECTION C - LITERATURE (30 MARKS)  

VII. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow:                         (1×4=4) 

At the age of two-and-a-half, Einstein still wasn’t talking. When he finally did learn to speak, he uttered everything 

twice. Einstein did not know what to do with other children, and his playmates called him “Brother Boring” 

    (i)Why does the writer point out that Einstein wasn’t talking till the age of two-and-a-half? 

    (ii) How did Einstein speak when he finally started talking? 

    (iii)Why was Einstein called “Brother Boring” by his playmates? 

    (iv)Which other word has been used for ‘speak’ in this extract? 

                               Or, 

Now in my memory comes my mother, 

As she used in years agone, 

To regard the darling dreams 

Ere she left them till the dawn: 

O! I feel her fond look on me 



As I list to this refrain 

Which is played upon the shingles 

By the patter of the rain. 

    (i)Who comes in the memory of the poet and when? 

    (ii)What does the poet remember about his mother? 

    (iii)What does the poet imply by “the darling dreams”? 

    (iv) What refrain is the poet talking about? 

VIII. Answer any five of the following questions in 30-40 words each:                             (2x5=10) 

(i)Who were the people in Kezia’s family? 

(ii) Where was Abdul Kalam’s house? 

(iii) Why did Einstein write a letter to Franklin Roosevelt? 

(iv) What are the two strange things the guru and his disciple find in the Kingdom of Fools? 

(v) What does the swallow see when it flies over the city? 

(vi) How has Prashant, a teenager, been able to help the people of his village? 

IX. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-150 words.                         (1x8=8) 

     How does Kezia begin to see her father as a human being who needs her sympathy? 

                                                                   Or 

     How does the author describe: (i) his father, (ii) his mother, (iii) himself? 

X. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-150 words.                           (1x8=8) 

What are the precious things mentioned in the story? Why are they precious? 

                                                           or 

Why do Prashant and other volunteers resist the plan to set up institutions for orphans and widows? What 

alternatives do they consider? 

 

                                                                                             *** 


