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General Instruction:  

 The first 15 minutes have been allotted for reading this question paper. These 15 minutes have to be used by 

the candidates for thorough silent reading of the question paper. The students should start writing on the 

next stroke of the bell.     

 Do not write any answer on the question paper. 

 Write in neat and clean handwriting. All questions are compulsory. 

Q. 1.  Answer the following questions.         (1x7=7) 

a. Name the Viceroy who created the local bodies in British India? 

b. Name the states to have local government during 1960’s and 1970’? 

c. What do you mean by local government? 

d. In which countries, people initiate amendments to the Constitution? 

e. In which year did the 42 amendment take place? 

f. By which amendment, the age of retirement of high court judges increased from 60 to 62 years? 

g. When was the Constitution of India adopted? 

h. State whether the following statements about a constitution are True or false.                  (1 x 4 = 4) 

        (a) Constitution is a written document about formation and power of the government. 

        (b) Constitution exists and is required only in democratic countries. 

        (c) Constitution is a legal document that does not deal with ideas and values.  

        (d) A Constitution gives its citizens a new identity. 

i. Which of these is not a function of the Constitution?       

        (a) It gives a guarantee of  rights to the citizen. 

        (b) It marks out different spheres of power for different branches of government.  

        (c) It ensures that good people come to power. 

        (d) It gives expression to some shared values. 

j. Write true or false against each of these statements.                         (1 x 4 =4) 

     (a)   A Bill of Rights lays down the rights enjoyed by the people of a country.  

     (b)  A Bill of Rights protects the liberties of an individual. 

     (c)  Every country of the world has a Bill of Rights. 

     (d)  The constitution guarantees remedy against violation of Rights.  

k. Which of the following statements are correct or incorrect about political theory?               (1 x 4 = 4) 

    (a) It discusses ideas that form the basis of political institution. 

    (b) It explains the relationship between different religions. 

    (c)  It explains the meanings of concepts like equality and freedom. 

    (d) It predicts the performance of political parties. 

Q.2 Write short answers to the following questions in not more than 50 words each.     (Any two)                (3 X 2 = 6)  

  (a) How has been the basic structure of the Constitution of India  maintained till date? 

  (b) Mention the three organs of gram panchayat? 

  (c) Mention the role of State Election Commissioner? 
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Q.3. Write short answers to the following questions in not more than 80 words each. (Any four)   (4 X 4 = 16) 

(a) What do you mean by “Democratic” with special reference to India?  

(b)  Mention the views of Mahatma Gandhi on village panchayat. 

(c) What are the main functions of State Finance Commission? 

(d) What does the rigid as well as flexible Constitution stand for? 

(e) Mention the constitutional development in France? 

 

PASSAGE-BASED QUESTIONS. 

Q.4 .Read the passage given below carefully and answer the question that follows:    [5Marks] 

    The Constitutional amendments assigned as many as 29 subjects to the local governments. All these subjects are 

related to functions linked to local welfare and development needs. The experience with the functioning of local 

government in the past decade has shown that local governments in India enjoy limited autonomy to perform the 

functions assigned to them. Many States have not transferred most of the subjects  to the local bodies. This means 

that the local bodies cannot really function in an effective manner. Therefore, the entire exercise of electing so many 

representatives becomes some what symbolic. Some people criticise the formation of the local bodies because this 

has not changed the way in which decisions are taken at the central and the State level. People at the local level do 

not enjoy much powers of choosing welfare programmes or allocation of resources.  

(a)  How many subjects have been assigned to local  governments?  

(b) What is the main theme of these subjects?  

(c)  How can we say that local government enjoy limited autonomy only? 

(d)  On what grounds, the formation of local bodies have been criticised? 

Q.5.   Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follows.                                         [5Marks] 

        The State government is required to appoint a State Election Commissioner who would  be responsible for 

conducting elections to the Panchayati Raj institutions. Earlier, this task was performed by the State administration 

which was under the control of the State government. Now, the office of the State Election Commissioner is 

autonomous like the Election Commissioner of India. However, the State Election Commissioner is an ind ependent 

officer and is not linked to nor is this officer under the control of the Election Commission of India.  

 

a. Who conducts elections for local bodies?  

b. Who performed this task earlier?  

c. What is the status of State Election Commissioner? 

 

Q.6. Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow.       [5Marks] 

 

I have realised as nobody else could have, with what zeal and devotion the members of the Drafting Committee and 

especially its Chairman, Dr. Amibedkar inspite of his indifferent health, have worked. We could never make a 

decision which was or could be ever so right as when we put him on the Drafting Committee and made him its 

Chairman: He has not only justified his selection but has added lustre to the work which he has done. In.this 

connection, it would be invidious to make any distinction as among the other members of the Committee. I know 

they have all worked with the same zeal and devotion as its Chairman, and they deserve the thanks of the country.  

a. Who was the Chairman of Drafting Committee? 

b. What made the Constituent Assembly of India unique?  

c. How long the Constitution of India took in framing? 

d. Who was the Chairman of the Constituent Assembly?  
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Q.7. Read the cartoon given below and answer the questions that follow.         (6)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  (a) Identify the person making an appeal. 

  (b)  What appeal is being made by him? 

  (c)  What message does the cartoon convey? 

 

Q.8. Answer the following questions in not more than 100 words each. (  Any  three)                        (3 X 6 = 18)  

  (a) What is the importance of local bodies in the modern times? 

  (b) Mention any seven subjects included in the eleventh schedule. 

  (c) Explain, “the Constitution of India is a living document”.   

  (d) What are the differences between politics and political science? 
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